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GENERAL MEETING: November 7th at 10:00 a.m. 

AT: Wasaga Stars Arena 

SPEAKER:  Rudy Hochkirchen; Canadian History 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Hello Everyone, 
 
Change is in the air.  The season is 
changing and so are the leaves.  We 
have also had a change in our 
management team. Ron Hanson has 
stepped away from the Vice President 
position and Dennis Moise will be 
assuming that position.  I would like to thank Ron for his 
contribution and assistance and welcome Dennis as the new 
Vice President. 
 
Our club has participated in the Remembrance Day 
ceremonies in the past and will again this year.  I am 
honoured to take part in this very special ceremony and 
represent the Beachcombers Probus with a wreath.  
 
I would like to encourage all members to attend the Wasaga 
Beach Remembrance Ceremony on November 5th. At 2:00 
p.m. a parade will start from the OPP parking lot and march 
along Glenwood Drive to the Cenotaph located at the 
Municipal Administration Office, 30 Lewis St., where the 
Remembrance Day Service will be held.  
 
Last month I was remiss in thanking John Norwood and Sheila 
Dobson for making the coffee (our life support system) and a 

BIG thank you to all of our volunteers. 
 
Christmas is only 6 weeks away.  Perhaps you have already 
started shopping!  This is a reminder to do some shopping for 
the Wasaga Beach Food Bank.  We will be collecting non-
perishable food items at our December meeting.  Please help 
others less fortunate.  
 

Warmest regards, 
Paul Edwards  

 



OCTOBER 3RD MEETING REPORT 

Thanks go out to our Greeters for this meeting, Kathy Zack and Brian Currie, 

who welcomed everyone as they arrived, including guests Beverley Hay, and 

Jean & Bruce Kuntz.  The guests were asked to stand and be welcomed by 

applause from the membership.  We hope you enjoyed the meeting and will 

come back! 

 

Our speaker was Richard Gillman from the Canadian 

Cannabis Clinics’ Collingwood branch.  Richard spoke 

about the many health benefits of  cannabis and the 

changing legislation next year, as well as the different 

forms the drug can take.  The members enjoyed the 

presentation and had many questions for Richard. 

 

Speakers Chair Joanne Millie asked the members for 

suggestions for our Christmas meeting on December 5th, 

and showed her suggestion box.  If  anyone has an idea for a 

suitable speaker or a Christmas activity, they can talk to 

Joanne or email her. 

 

President Paul Edwards explained that the 

vote to decide the location of our meetings 

has been postponed because our current 

bylaws prevent it.  A group has now been 

formed to update the bylaws, and the Arena 

will continue to be our venue until the group 

has done it’s job. 

 



OCTOBER 3RD MEETING REPORT continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcomed new members Mac & Donna Galbraith, and Brenda Brown & 

Richard Lankshear.  They were introduced by New Members Ambassador Gene 

Stephenson, with a short bio about each of them.  We are so glad you’ve joined 

us at Beachcombers! 

 

 

In the Lucky Draw, the fortunate 

winners were: 

 Mac Galbraith with the first 

prize of $58 

 Larry Ruse with the second 

prize of $39, and  

 Kathy Zack winning the third 

prize of $32.   

 The Club’s share of $43 will 

be used for speakers’ expenses. 

Mac, Kathy and Larry 

Mac & Donna  Richard  & Brenda 



OCTOBER 3RD MEETING REPORT continued 

 

What’s My Line? 

Our contestant for October’s game of What’s My Line? 

was Betty Baker.  Betty’s full time career was as a Medical 

Secretary who typed autopsy reports for a Pathologist at 

the Crime Lab in Toronto.  The audience correctly 

guessed her occupation.  Thanks Betty, for being a good 

sport. 

If  you ever had a job (even if  it was just a part-time 

position when you were a student) that was unusual, 

amusing or just interesting, chances are that the rest of  

the members will find it amusing too.  We desperately 

need contestants for this game, so please volunteer to play by emailing me at 

bigbirds@rogers.com.   

We have a super job-story lined up for you at the November 4th meeting, so 

come and hear this contestant! 

Carolyn Cassells 



SOCIAL REPORT: 

The Executive Committee wishes to advise the membership that we will now be taking 

cheques only for any event bookings. Also, once tickets are purchased for an event, it is 

the responsibility of the member to sell the ticket if he/she is unable to attend. Please 

bring your cheque book to the meetings! We now have a self-inking Beachcombers 

Probus Stamp to aid in writing  your cheques. 

 

 

The Thornbury 
Village Cider 
House was 
toured and 
visited in 
September.  
Samplers there 
were quite tasty!  
On the Apple Pie 
Trail there was no shortage of things to do and see and apples to enjoy! 
 

 
 
 
 



SOCIAL REPORT Continued 
The Credit Valley Explorer train ride at the 

end of September 
was a huge success, 
with 24 people 
enjoying a delicious 
lunch and the scenic 
route of the Credit 

Valley. 
Some 
people toured Orangeville seeking the 
creative wood sculptures throughout the 
city.  Dinner out was enjoyed at a 50’s 
diner.  It was a great way to spend a care 
free Saturday!  



SOCIAL REPORT continued 
The Murder Mystery Theatre and Luncheon was a 
wonderful event. “THANK YOU” Tony and Violet Svirplys, 
for working so hard to make this possible!  A total of 113 
people were in attendance, 70 Probus members, and 
were thoroughly entertained by 
Mysteriously Yours.   

 
 

 



Comment from Tony: 
Thank you for partici-
pating and making 
this event such a 
huge success!  The 
performances by the 
actors were outstand-
ing, flawless, lifelike 
and so convincing 
that we felt it was an actual event.  Their interactions 
with the audience were extremely funny and their re-
torts to the questions showed how well the show drew 
them into the script. We would like to share with you the 
following correspondence from Brian Caw, Mysteriously 
Yours Dinner Theatre:    

 
 

“Thank you for choosing Mysteriously Yours 
to entertain at your recent event. We trust 
everything ran smoothly and that your 
group had a most engaging time at our 
presentation of: "Murder At Sea!".   Our 
team had a terrific time presenting the mys-
tery for such an appreciative audience. It's 
always satisfying to see guests relax and 
have fun at one of our exclusive, interactive 
murder mysteries.” 



SOCIAL REPORT continued 

October event  
A reminder for Friday October 27th, that we are having lunch at Ted’s 
Range Road Diner in Meaford, followed by a wine tour at Coffin Ridge 
Winery in Annan.   See you there!  
 
November and December events 
The last day to sign–up for the following events is the November meeting!  

 
Tuesday November 7th - Euchre and Bid-euchre plus Pizza for lunch!   
This will follow the Probus meeting.  
The cost is a TOONIE to play.  Lunch is $12.00 
 
Please note that we have had a request to extend this to bid-euchre as 
well.  If you are interested in playing bid-euchre we will have a sign-up 
sheet at the meeting to play that day.   

 
Cards will be provided for euchre. 
Please bring your own deck of cards to play bid-Euchre!  

 
 

 Sunday Matinee – November 19th – A play “A nice Family 
Christmas”, at 2:00 p.m. at the RecPlex.  This is a comedy 
presented by the Wasaga Community Theatre.  Your $15.00 
ticket provides a 10% meal discount on the date that the 
show is being attended.  Show the server the back of the tick-
et at the time of ordering your meal.  Lunch prior to the show 
is at  St. Louis Bar and Grill. 
 
Note:  Two complimentary tickets will be raffled off at the meeting.   
If you are interested in possibly winning these tickets, please leave your name with 
the Social Committee. 

 
 
Christmas Dinner and Dance is on Saturday December 2nd 

at the Wasaga Country Life Resort.  Tickets are $40.00 per 

person.  You will have a choice of a turkey dinner or a roast 

beef dinner.  Table reservations will be available should you 

wish to do so.  



SOCIAL REPORT continued 

Future events that we are considering: 
 Sleigh Ride –weather permitting 
 Tour of Honda Plant 
 Tour of Napoleon Fireplace Plant 
 Georgian Downs 
 Second City Comedy show 
 Curling Bonspiel   ... we need someone who curls to help organize this, 

otherwise it will not happen! 
 
 
 
New Policy:  
For "no charge" or "pay as you go" events (i.e. previous events like bowling, 
Batteaux Creek golf day, OPP and Leacock Museum tours) a deposit of $10.00 
cash per person will be required in the future, to hold your place at sign-up.  
This will be considered a refundable deposit.  The money will be returned to 
you once you attend or arrive at the scheduled event.  If you do not attend, the 
money is non-refundable.   Due to the difficulty of forecasting the number of 
members who will attend a ticketed event, you can no longer sign up for an 
event without paying by cheque the full amount owing for the event, at the 
time of sign-up.  Only the people that have paid for events will be considered 
signed-up in the future.    
 
If you are putting your name on a SIGN-UP sheet, a deposit or cheque will be 
required at the time of signing.  No post-dated cheques will be accepted. 
 
If you are putting your name on an INTEREST SHEET, no deposit or cheque is 
required.  
 
Once you have purchased a ticket for an event there is no refund on that tick-
et. Should you need to cancel, the ticket is your responsibility.  
 

Anne Laporte 



SPECIAL INTEREST 
GROUPS 

If you want to join a group, call the 
convener listed below.  If you wish 
to start a new group, please speak 
to the Management Team.   

 
Book Exchange: 
Rita Benacquista – 429-1911 
 
Contract Bridge: 
Betty Keyes - 429-6064 
 
Dinner & a Movie: 
Ron Hanson – 422-0227 
 
Dinner at our Place: 
Rickey Lemire - 422-1738 
 
Euchre Night: 
Jayne Edwards – 422-0793 
Doug McCullough – 429-7075 
 
First Edition Book Club: 
Vincy Stephenson - 422-0201 
 
Genealogy: 
Sandra Hanson – 422-0227   
 
Happy Bookers: 
Jan Bivall - 429-7584 
 
ROMEO Men’s Breakfast: 
Bob Bowyer - 429-0579 
 
PM Luncheon Cuisiners: 
Joan Porter - 429-9260 
 
The Bookies: 
Tom Donohue - 429-0644 
 
 

Special Interest Groups 

So that Club Members know what Groups 
are operating within our Club, what they 
do, and how members can get involved, two 
or three Groups will be featured here each 
month. 

Genealogy Group: 

Genealogy, also known as family history, is the 
study of families and the tracing of their lineages 
and history.  

Our group meets once a month, rotating 
homes.  Group is at capacity now with 13 regulars, 
however if you would be interested in starting 
another genealogy group, you are more than 
welcome to come out and we'll help you get 
started. 

Sandra Hanson 

Euchre Night: 

We start up in September and run till the end of 
June. We meet every 2 weeks on Tuesday nights, 
and play 8 games with 2 deals per player then 
move on to a new table of players. There are 4 
tables, with 4 players per table which is (16) 
players in total. We set up a schedule at the start 
of the year and our regular players take turns 
hosting their night at their home. 

Each host provides lunch for their guests that 
night and the players bring what they choose to 
drink. 

The game usually starts by 7pm and ends around 
10:30 pm.  At that time lunch is served with tea or 
coffee and light snacks of your choice and most 
nights you are on your way home by 11:30 p.m. 

We have 16 regular players and about 8 spares, and 
if you cannot make it, it’s up to you to  arrange for 
a spare to fill in for you. 

Jayne Edwards & Doug McCullough 



SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS REPORTS: 

 

We had three delicious dinners in the month of 
September and one in October.  Hosts were Marilyn & 
Larry Ruse, Jo-Ann Hatherly & Dorman Parsons, Greg & 
Rickey Lemire, and Barry & Carolyn Cassells.   

The Dinner consists of 8 people.  Each couple (not 
necessarily spouses) will provide their own drinks and one course for the 
dinner, which consists of appetizers, soup or salad and dessert.  The hosts 
provide the main course.  Please sign up at the Activities desk at the next 
meeting or contact me if you would like to be included.   Cost is $22.00 per 
couple less the cost of your course.   

Rickey Lemire 

"The Story of Edgar Sawtelle" is a riveting family saga and a 
true dog lovers book with a sense of mystery and adventure 
included.  Our group loved it and highly recommend it.  It is 
going to be made into a movie. 

Tom Donohue 

 
 
The group gather on the  for fellowship, and breakfast.   
In October the group met for breakfast at Don Cherry's Sports Grill; the first time at that 
restaurant. 
The   group was formed around 2008, and has been a 
success. We have approximately 30 on our list that try to make 
it to breakfast when they can.  Those who can make it enjoy 
breakfast and stimulating conversation when they can attend. 
We average around 18 for breakfast.   
We e-mail a reminder a few days ahead to find out how many 
can make it.  We try to give the restaurant an approximate 
count  as to how many will be attending. You can always show 
up at the last minute. We will find a seat for you. 
 
Our next breakfast will be on at 

If you wish to join us for the first time please contact me at 
705-429-0579. We will add you to the list for the monthly reminders  

Bob Bowyer 



SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS REPORTS Continued 

 

On October 11 many Probus members enjoyed 

a very nice lunch at Wasaga Country 

Life Resort and were amused by the 

live performance of "Murder at 

Sea."  Participation by the audience 

was encouraged by the cast as 

we oohed and aahed (and laughed - 

say "happiness" but stress the second syllable, 

instead of the first) our way though a myriad of 

humorous contrived situations.  Each member of the cast had motive to commit 

the crime. Audience members had to follow the clues to finger the culprit and 

finally submitted our guesses.  Then the murderer was unveiled and prizes 

were awarded to 5 lucky members of the audience who correctly chose who 

was guilty.  If you ever get a chance to attend a murder mystery, GO!  It was a 

very entertaining way to spend an afternoon.  Everyone enjoyed it.  Thanks to 

Tony and Violet Svirplys for bringing such a fun activity to Wasaga Beach. 

Tom Donohue 

 

 
Part of the Euchre Night group getting ready 
for Hallowe’en.  

 

 

 

The Group met for dinner at Kelseys on October 17th.  We were 22 in the 
group, and enjoyed conversation and fun before heading off to the movie of 
our choice. 

Ron Hanson 



 

Goodwill Convenor: 

The Club’s best wishes were sent in a “get well soon” card to 

Tom Stephenson after his knee replacement surgery.  We hope 

he’s feeling better now! 

Betty Baker 

Membership: 

At the October 3rd meeting the Club had 103 members in attendance.  We 
currently have 162 paid members for the 2017/18 year. 

Please note that if you’re moving, or changing your e-mail address or 
telephone number, please let me know at rbroett@gmail.com  or 705-717-
1933, so I can update the membership list.  Many thanks! 

Rick Roettger  

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS REPORTS Continued 

The Happy Bookers 

After a mix-up in the dates, it was a small group of Happy Bookers who met 
this month.  We had read two novellas from Stephen King's 
anthology 'Different Seasons'. ' Rita Hayworth and The Shawshank 
Redemption' and 'The Body' were both written at the beginning of 
King's career. There was some discussion of King as a writer. Most 
people said they didn't like King's writing, but these two stories 
would barely be classified as horror. Both stories were the bases 
for the later movies ' Shawshank Redemption' and 'Stand by Me'.  

Jan Bivall 



Cookie Exchange: 

Cookies are yummy and squares are better 

Bake some or buy some so we can all get a 

Plateful or handful with our fine coffee 

Whether lemon or fruit, chocolate or toffee 

Bring six with you to our December meeting 

And we’ll all enjoy some festive eating! 

Contact Sheila Dobson 429-9719 for details or to 
volunteer to help. 

The Beach Grannies of Wasaga Beach are hosting their 2nd 
annual Angel Tea on Wednesday November 8 from 10 – 

3PM.  We will be selling Angels and Threads of Hope Thread 
Bowls, accompanied by a Silent Auction and a Christmas 
Corner.  We will be serving refreshments, sandwiches and 
goodies.  Please come out and support us. We can be found 

at 42 Queensdale Ave, Wasaga Beach.    

For more information please contact me at 705-352-0100. 

Kathy Dunnett  

Your Broom 

It was mid-October and Jack was waiting for his wife, Julie, at the checkout at Walmart 

supermarket.  He noticed that someone had left behind their broom.  When no-one 

came to claim it, he went outside to search for a couple he remem-

bered seeing at the cashier’s desk.  He spotted them getting into 

their truck and hurried over. “Excuse me,”  he said to the young 

woman, “but did you by any chance leave your broom inside?”  

“No” she retorted quickly, and with a smile, “we came by truck.”   



NEXT GENERAL MEETING 

Tuesday, December 5th, 2017 at 10 a.m.  

(9:30 a.m. for coffee and social time) 

At Wasaga Stars Arena 

(Don’t forget your name tag, cheque book and coffee mug!) 

Note: Submissions for inclusion in the November issue of  The Wasagan 

should be sent to Newsletter Editor Carolyn Cassells at bigbirds@rogers.com 

by November 21st, 2017. 

The  Last Word 

Some of our members may not know that the current newsletter is always 

available for viewing on the Probus Canada website.  In fact, when the link 

is sent out to members, it is the same link every month; 

www.probus.org/17wasbcrn.pdf.  (The ‘17’ changes with the year.)  So if 

you don’t get the email containing the link, you can always use the one you 

got last month.  The link also appears on the first page of The Wasagan, in 

case you can’t find it.  If you’re interested, while on the website you can al-

so look at other Clubs’ newsletters, and I always find it fascinating to see 

what they are doing.  Just search for Probus Canada and you’ll find it. 

Also, there is another website where you can look at archived copies of The Wasagan, which 

is maintained separately from the Probus Canada website.  This is at www.bcp.wbnet.ca, and 

it contains all our Club’s newsletters back to its inception in September 2003.  You can see 

what the Club was doing then, who the management was, and what Special Interest Groups 

were running. 

If you have trouble viewing The Wasagan on line, it may be because you need to download 

Acrobat Reader.  This is a free software and is easily downloaded.  Just click on the link pro-

vided on our page on the Probus Canada website, just below the Newsletter button.  

A few members don’t have access to a computer, and these people can request that a paper 

copy be mailed to them if they wish.  Just call me at 705-429-3119. 

Carolyn Cassells 

Newsletter Editor 

 


