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NEXT GENERAL MEETING: September 5th at 10:00 a.m. 

AT: Wasaga Stars Arena 

SPEAKER: Garnet Pratt Siddall of Side Launch Brewery 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Hello Everyone 

It is the start of a new Probus year. I 
would like to thank everyone that was 
on last year’s executive and welcome re-
turning and new members to this year’s 

executive, committees and all of our 
membership.  

It is of utmost importance to me to 
maintain an atmosphere of good will and fun within 

our club. With that comes appreciation for the volun-
teers that generously donate their time and energy 
for the benefit of all the members. We have to respect 
that these volunteers have different skill sets and are 
doing the best they can to make this club run effec-
tively. Constructive suggestions are appreciated, not 

negative criticism.  

Member communication and discussion are im-
portant, however in order to maintain proper order 
during our monthly meetings, Robert’s Rules of Or-

der or Parliamentary Procedures for Meetings will be 
followed. Those who are not familiar with Robert’s 
Rules can find them on the internet. 

Thanksgiving is around the corner and the Wasaga 

Food Bank is in dire need of non perishable food 
items. We are asking each member to bring a food 
item to our October Meeting. 

I am looking forward to a good year with lots of fun.  

Paul Edwards 



 

AUGUST 1ST MEETING REPORT 

 

Our Greeters at the August meeting were Kerry & Joanne 

Millie—thanks for doing a great hugging job! 

 

Two guests were present for the meeting—Bette Stanley and Joanne Wright.  

Welcome to you both; please come again. 

 

Carol Stonehouse was thanked for doing a wonderful job on the 

table décor, and our excellent and hard-working coffee makers, Bob 

& Joan Bowyer, were much appreciated and suitably thanked. 

 

Speakers Chair Joanne Millie introduced the meeting’s 

speaker, George Laidlaw, author and historian.  George 

worked for the Government in Ottawa for 30 years, and 

started as an author by telling bedtime stories to his 

children.  They always wanted more stories and 

eventually he started researching historical accounts 

and writing them down. He made a fascinating 

presentation about his books and ended with “… and 

that’s why history is so interesting!” after each anecdote. 

 

 

Bill Aitken won $48.00, the first prize in the lucky draw.  Second prize went to Joan 

Bowyer ($32.00) and third prize was won by 

Colin Throop ($28.00).  The Club received a 

share in the amount of $36.00 which will be 

used for future speakers’ expenses and 

honorariums.  Our speaker, George Laidlaw, 

donated one of his books for the draw, and it 

was won by Joanne Stephenson.  The book is 

about the Avro Arrow. 

 

 



President Al Grondin thanked the Executive members for their hard work during the year 

2016/17, and introduced the incoming President of our Club; Paul Edwards.  Paul was 

welcomed by the members.  He then introduced the members of his Executive for 

2017/18 and invited them to the stage to be recognized.  The new Executive are listed on 

page 1 of this issue. 

Membership Fees: 

After a lively discussion, and a show of hands vote, the majority of the membership agreed 

that, because of rising costs, annual membership fees would increase to $30 per person. 

Location Change: 

As a follow-up to the discussion in July about changing our meeting location from the 

Wasaga Stars Arena to the Wasaga Recplex, a checklist vote was taken on this subject, 

which turned out to be an almost even split.  Then our Treasurer, Gary Willis, explained 

that the rent was already paid up to December at the Arena, which gives us time to think 

more carefully.  The cost of meeting at the Recplex seemed to be unclear, and storage of 

our coffee supplies was a problem, so these things need to be clarified before a final deci-

sion is made. 

Milestones: 

Several members were celebrating August wedding anniversaries 

and birthdays, and were asked to stand to be congratulated. 

Public Service Announcements: 

New President Paul Edwards announced that the Prime Time Fashion Show would be held 

on September 30th, and a Summer Concert at WBUC featuring “Elvis” on August 20th.  

Jayne Edwards explained the upcoming Art on the Fence Project. 

What’s My Line? 

Our member contestant for August’s game of What’s My Line? was Fred Mogelin, who  

endured questions about his job, which was finally guessed by the 

membership.   

Fred, when in his early twenties, was a hard hat diver on rescue mis-

sions, salvage, demolition, inspection and construction of various un-

derwater situations including bridges, dams, water reservoirs and other 

mysterious things.  Thanks, Fred, for being a contestant on What’s My 

Line?.   

If  you ever had a paid job that was unusual, amusing or just interest-

ing, please volunteer to be a future contestant by emailing me at 

bigbirds@rogers.com. 

Carolyn Cassells 



SOCIAL REPORT: 

The Executive Committee wishes to advise the membership that we will now be taking 
cheques only for any event bookings. Also, once tickets are purchased for an event, it is the 
responsibility of the member to sell the ticket if  he/she is unable to attend.  
Please bring your cheque books to the meetings!    

 

August events: 

 

A sightseeing cruise in the Collingwood Harbour was booked for 
Tuesday August 22nd, followed by dinner in Collingwood.  

 

Several members are going to enjoy the theatre production of Jo-
seph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat on Thursday August 
31st at 2:00 p.m. at King’s Wharf Theatre, 97 Jury Drive, Penetan-
guishene, Ontario.  Thank you for picking up your tickets at the Au-
gust meeting. 

A big thank you to Carol Ridout for organizing this one!  

 

 

September events: 

 
Interest has been shown for the Apple Pie Trail.  We’ll be travelling the quiet country roads 
of the Blue Mountains, enjoying the ripening fruit of the summer and maybe some nice 
fall colours!  

Details and sign-up will be at the September meeting 

This is considered a “No charge” event, so a refundable deposit of $10 cash each will be 
required if  interested in going. 

Now booked:  Credit Valley Explorer train ride and lunch, Saturday September 30th from 
11:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  Please arrive a half  hour 
earlier. 

Departing from GO Transit Park & Ride Station, 
49 Townline Road, Orangeville, Ontario. 

Dinner to follow if  you wish. 



 October event: 

Now booked!  Murder Mystery Lunch Theatre, on Wednesday 

October 11th.  Doors open at 11:a.m. 

At Wasaga Country Life Resort, 85 Theme Park Drive, Wasaga Beach.  

If  you have not made a table reservation yet and wish to do so, please 

see the Social Committee Table at the September meeting.  If  you 

have not picked a table, you will be assigned a seat at a table.  This 

promises to be a fun afternoon! 

Please pick up your tickets for this event. 

A big “thank you” goes out to Tony and Violet Svirplys, who have been working very hard to 

make this event happen for us.  

November events: 
 

Watch for these possible events: 
  
1 - Wine Tours   

2 - Euchre and Pizza Party following a Probus meeting.  

December event: 

Christmas Dinner and Dance on Saturday December 2nd at the Wasaga 

Country Life Resort. 

New Policy: 

For "no charge" or "pay as you go" events (i.e. previous events like bowling, Batteaux Creek 
golf day, OPP and Leacock Museum tours) a deposit of $10.00 cash per person will be 
required in the future, to hold your place at sign-up.  This will be considered a refundable 
deposit.  The money will be returned to you once you attend or arrive at the scheduled event.  
If  you do not attend, the money is non-refundable! 
Due to the difficulty of forecasting the number of members who will attend a ticketed event, 
you can no longer sign up for an event without paying by cheque the full amount owing for 
the event, at the time of sign-up.  Only the people that have paid for events will be 
considered signed-up in the future. 

Once you have purchased a ticket for an event there is no refund on that ticket. Should you 
need to cancel, the ticket is your responsibility.  

Further clarification: 

If  you are putting your name on an INTEREST SHEET, no deposit or cheque is required. 

If  you are putting your name on a SIGN-UP sheet, a deposit or cheque will be required at the 

time of signing. 



SPECIAL INTEREST 
GROUPS 

If you want to join a group, call the 
convener listed below.  If you wish 
to start a new group, please speak 
to the Management Team.   

 
Book Exchange: 
Rita Benacquista – 429-1911 
 
Dinner & a Movie: 
Ron Hanson – 422-0227 
 
Dinner at our Place: 
Rickey Lemire - 422-1738 
 
Euchre Night: 
Jayne Edwards – 422-0793 
Doug McCullough – 429-7075 
 
First Edition Book Club: 
Vincy Stephenson - 422-0201 
 
Genealogy: 
Sandra Hanson – 422-0227   
 
Happy Bookers: 
Jan Bivall - 429-7584 
 
Contract Bridge: 
Betty Keyes - 429-6064 
 
ROMEO Men’s Breakfast: 
Bob Bowyer - 429-0579 
 
PM Luncheon Cuisiners: 
Joan Porter - 429-9260 
 
The Bookies: 
Tom Donohue - 429-0644 
 
 

Special Interest Groups 

So that Club Members know what Groups are 

operating within our Club, what they do, and how 

members can get involved, two or three Groups 

will be featured here each month. 

 

The PM Luncheon Cuisiners 

This group is run by Joan Porter, and meets on the second 

Monday of every month at noon.  All the members take 

turns hosting, and the host provides drinks and her home.  

The rest of the 11 members bring a dish of food to share 

with the others, rotating courses.  The Cuisiners have been 

in existence since Beachcombers Probus started, and 

unfortunately have no space for extra members at this 

time. 

 

Dinner At Our Place 

Rickey Lemire is just starting this group, and is in need of 

members to volunteer to participate in future dinners.  The 

first one will be some time in September (date to be 

determined) and will be hosted by Rickey & Greg, who 

will provide the main course.  Each couple (not necessarily 

spouses) will provide one course for the dinner, which 

consist of appetizers, soup or salad, and dessert.  Please 

contact Rickey if you would like to be included. 

 

First Edition Book Club 

One of our three book clubs, this one, run by Vincy 

Stephenson, meets monthly, with members taking turns 

hosting a meeting and choosing the book for that month.  

In September they have a ladies’ get-away and in 

December a Christmas potluck lunch.  No new members 

are being accepted at the moment as they are at full 

capacity. 



SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS REPORTS: 

The Bookies: 

Our group read by Roy MacGregor.  Canoe 

Lake was where Group of Seven artist Tom Thompson 

died.  is a story where facts are blended with 

fiction regarding the possible connection of an adopted woman and Tom 

Thompson, and the real life characters surrounding him.  We all enjoyed it 

and rated it 4 out of 5. 

Tom Donohue 

 

Appy Hour: 

Unfortunately both Diane Nagel and Jan Bivall have decided not to continue 

organizing this group, and it has come to a sad end.  Thanks to them both 

for their excellent work over the years.  There are many members who 

enjoyed this activity and want to see it continue.  So if anyone could see 

themselves doing this job, please talk to Diane to see what’s involved.   

 

 

First Edition Book Club: 

The First Edition Book Club read  by Laura Moriarty. It is a 

historical fictional novel about 36 year old Cora Carlisle, a fictitious 

chaperone, and Louise Brooks, a teenager and actual real life silent film 

actress who is under her care. The juxtaposition of the two main 

characters illustrates the changing culture and the social upheaval that 

affected the lives of Americans in the 1920’s. The novel takes place in 

Wichita, Kansas and moves the characters to New York City 

where the social and sexual changes are emphasized. The 

novel spans the next six decades in Cora’s changing life.  

Most of the members enjoyed the book and it was rated 4.5 

out of 5. 

Violet Svirplys 



SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS REPORTS Continued 

 

DayTrippers: 

Lucille Mancer has done a wonderful job of co-ordinating 

this group for several years, but wants to step down.  So the  

group will come to an end unless somebody steps up to 

organize it.  If any member feels like taking it on, please 

contact Lucille at lucille.mancer@sympatico.ca. 

 

ROMEO Men’s Breakfast Group: 
 

The ROMEO Men's Breakfast Group gather on the last Wednesday of each 
month for fellowship, and breakfast.   In August the group met for breakfast 
at Georgian Circle Family Restaurant. 
 

The ROMEO group was formed around 2008, and has been 
a success. We have approximately 30 on our list that try to 
make it to breakfast when they can.  Those who can make it 
out enjoy breakfast and stimulating conversation whenever 
they can attend. We average around 18 for  breakfast.  If 
you wish to join us for the first time contact me at 705-429-
0579. I will add you to the list for the monthly reminders.   
 

Please note that I have cleaned up my contact list as mentioned in the 
August Wasagan.  I had quite a few names on the list that have not attended 
in a year or more.  In August the reminder only went out to those who are 
still active.  Should you decide that you still want to receive reminders, I am 
only a phone call away. 
 

I send out a reminder a few days ahead to find out how many can make it.  I 
try to give the restaurant an approximate count as to how many will be 
attending. You can always show up at the last minute; we will find a seat for 
you. 
 

Our next breakfast will be on Wednesday,  September 27, 2017,  9:00 a.m. at 
Yamma’s Grill. 

Bob Bowyer  



Membership Committee: 

Membership fees for the 2017/2018 year are now due.  The fees are $30.00 per person 

until the September general meeting.  Anyone who has not renewed 

by the end of  the meeting will be required to pay $35.00.  Please drop 

your cheque off  at the sign-in desk.  Cheques are to be made out to 

“Beachcombers Probus”. 

Rick & Barb Roettger 

 

Goodwill Convenor: 

Sympathy cards were sent to Irene Donohue on the passing of  her brother who lived 

in England, and to Carolyn Cassells whose father passed away the day before his 94th 

birthday, also in England. 

Please be aware that emails will no longer be sent to members as a reminder of  the 

date of  the meeting, to wear their name tags and bring their coffee mugs and cheque 

books.  Since this information already appears in The Wasagan, which is received a 

few days ahead of  the meeting, these have become unnecessary. 

Betty Baker 



NEXT GENERAL MEETING 

Tuesday, October 3rd, 2017 at 10 a.m.  

(9:30 a.m. for coffee and social time) 

At Wasaga Stars Arena 

(Don’t forget your name tag, cheque book and coffee mug!) 

Note: Submissions for inclusion in the October issue of  The Wasagan should 

be sent to Newsletter Editor Carolyn Cassells at bigbirds@rogers.com 

by September 21st, 2017. 

THE LAST WORD 

Congratulations to all the new members of the Executive; I think you 
and I have a great experience ahead of us.  I have volunteered my 
time to several organizations and have always enjoyed working with 
people who give up their retirement hours to help a group they feel 
is worthy. 

And thanks too, to the great people who have already worked hard 
on the Executive for years, and continue to do a super job! 

My hearty appreciation goes to Dennis Moise, who gave me all the help I’ve needed 
to take over editing this valued publication, and has answered my many questions 
with grace and patience. 

Carolyn Cassells 

Newsletter Editor 


