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  NEXT GENERAL MEETING:  

February 2, 2021   

via ZOOM WEBINAR MEMBER INVITATION ONLY 

 

Speaker and Topic: Faye Ego 
Wasaga Beach Ratepayers Association Inc.  

 

President’s Corner 

GOOD DAY TO ALL 

The bad news is…..we are still in lockdown 
due to COVID.  The good news is that it is 
February and that means only a couple more 
months until spring.   

More good news is that our first ever ZOOM 
meeting in January was received very well by 

the 40 or so participants.  We obviously for the foreseeable future 
will be conducting our meeting in this format so I hope that more 
of you will come on board.  We have an array of interesting 
speakers lined up for your enjoyment, and encourage you to take 
advantage of this opportunity. 

Our newsletters are the prime source of staying connected with 
our members. In keeping with this thought I will steal a page from 
the Mission Impossible movie, where your assignment should you 
wish to accept it is to provide photos that you have taken or will 
take January and February.  These photos should focus on ways 
that you are keeping yourself busy and engaged during our lock-
down.  This can include both indoor and outdoor activities. The 
photos should be submitted to Jim Desormeaux (beachcomb-
ersprobus@gmail.com) no later than February 15th.  The execu-
tive team will then review all submissions and select the top 3 
photos that depict the most interesting / fun / humorous / creative / 
and yes embarrassing ways that you are employing to keep en-
gaged. All submissions will be included in the March newsletter. 

 AND YES….TO URGE YOU IN THIS MISSION WE WILL BE 
AWARDING A VERY VALUABLE PRIZE TO THE TOP 3 SUB-
MISSIONS.  You can submit up to 3 photos per member. 

Will see you during the February Zoom meeting. 
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SPECIAL INTEREST 
GROUPS 

If you want to join a group, call 
the convener listed below.  If you 
wish to start a new group, speak 
to the Management Team.  
 

PM Luncheon Cuisiners 
 Joan Porter - 429-9260 
 

Genealogy 
Barb Christie - 429-1749 
  

First Edition 
Sharon Wood – 429-4691 
 

Happy Bookers 
Jan Bivall - 429-7584 
 
              The Bookies 
Judy Morrison -  705-429-6611 
 
               Kitchen Bridge 

Vacant 
 

Euchre Night 
Jayne Edwards – 422-0793  
Doug McCullough - 429-7075 
          

Book Exchange 
Vacant 

 
Dinner & a Movie 

Vacant 
 
 
 
 

 

“NUGGET OF KNOWLEDGE” 

Ron Hanson 

WHY IS THE SPEED OF A SHIP MEASURED IN 
KNOTS???? 

 

In the 1600s, sailors measured the speed of their sailing 
ships by tying knots in a rope at sixty foot intervals, then 
further dividing and marking the space between the knots 
into ten equal parts that would each be one fathom in 
length.  Then a heavy floating log, was tied to the rope’s 
end and thrown into the ocean.  The rope was let out 
through a reel, and speed was measured by the number of 
knots that passed through the reel in thirty seconds of an 
hourglass. 

NOW YOU KNOW…..BET YOU WILL ALL SLEEP BET-
TER TONIGHT KNOWING THIS*! 

 

 

YOUR CLUB REPORTS 

As of December 31, 2021, our Beachcombers Probus bank 
balance is $4,917.02. 

February Speaker  

Faye Ego, as president of the recently formed Wasaga 
Beach Ratepayers Association Inc. will speak at our Feb-
ruary meeting.  

There are hundreds of ratepayer associations across the 
province and the country.  Some represent small neigh-
borhoods and some entire communities in towns, cities 
and geographic area like counties, districts and townships.  

They are intended to dialogue with local or municipal gov-
ernments. This  interaction is actually mandated through 
legislation. 

They can deal with things as minor as requesting a new 
stop sign installation or be a watchdog over bylaws, taxa-
tion or development as well as a myriad of issues. Please 
come and listen, bring questions or ideas as this is a 
grass roots group open to suggestions.  
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A message from your  

Social Committee chair  

Doug McCullough 

 
We are in the planning stage of starting up a Trivia Night 
or Day which we will be doing on Zoom 

You will need the Zoom app on your device (computer, 
laptop or tablet) to sign on to participate. 

I need to know if you are interested in signing up for this. We will start of small and grow the 
group as we go forward.  

How this will work  we will put 6 people in a room and you will be given 10 questions and 
given  a time limit to answer the questions in your group (10 Minutes or so) then you will be 
switched back to the main room to give your answers you will have a team captain on your 
team to give your answers to The moderator and he will keep tabs on your answers and  
tally your score . 

then we will repeat this process We will run 3 rounds of 10 questions each round  this will 
take approx. 2 hours per night ??? 

We will run this 1 time per month.  

Members if you are interested in getting 
in on this new adventure please let me 
know via email ASAP  I would like to get  
about 12-18 people for the first go around 
and grow it from there so we can get any 
kinks ironed out at the start. There are 
many other PROBUS Clubs doing this 
and it is working out well. 

I recently had the opportunity to get a first 
hand look at this  as a guest 1 night and 
on this concept it took 2 hours to run and 
it was really fun evening. I would like to 
get this Trivia show on the road for end of 
February (separate night as to the General Meeting). 

Please let me know if you are interested in signing up? Thank you. Sign up at  

dougmccullough13@rogers.com . Once you register with us we will respond with an email 
invitation to participate in a Zoom instruction night as to what and how we will proceed. On 
your part it is very easy. Just show up with a head fun of knowledge and be ready to answer 
some general questions in an team environment. For now space is limited so please re-
spond ASAP. 

 
The Social Committee is also seeking interested members that might want to be on a Digital 
Social Committee to get some more events going on ie  Book Club, Bridge Club, Euchre or 
anything else they you will like to see offered. Just email Doug McCullough at  
dougmccullough13@rogers.com  
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ZOOM Webinar General Meeting February 2, 2021 at 10 am 

Webinar 101 

(this is a repeat article in case you missed the first one) 

 

On February 2, 2021 the Beachcombers PROBUS will offer our second General Meeting not at the RecPlex but in 
the comfort of your own home via ZOOM {bring your own coffee). ZOOM is a very popular word right now , so lets 
get started. What is ZOOM? 

Zoom is an online audio and web conferencing platform. People use it to make phone calls or to participate in video 
conference meetings. 

ZOOM in 2019 and has grown into one of the biggest video conferencing solutions in use today. Currently, research 
shows that Zoom is the most commonly used conferencing tool ahead of similar solutions like Skype and Google 
Hangouts. 

 

What Is a Zoom Meeting? 

Zoom is one of many web conferencing tools, but it has grown quickly in popularity in part because it offers a lot of 
capabilities for free, and also is well regarded as a reliable, high quality conferencing tool that works easily and ef-
fectively. Most people will encounter Zoom simply through a meeting that has been set up by someone else, but it's 
available for you to use as needed, at no cost. Though Zoom offers a lot of products and services to enterprise or-
ganizations, video webinars, and even phone systems, Zoom's core product and the way most people know the ser-
vice is Zoom Meetings. Zoom Meetings are the audio and video conferences that allow two or more people to com-
municate online. 

Zoom Meetings happen in the Zoom app, and can be started and shared by anyone; these meetings can even be 
started for free via the app, if you have it installed, or via the Zoom web site. 

You can also use Zoom on your phone or cast it to your television, on your tablet, laptop or desk top. 

How Does Zoom Work? 

You don't need a paid subscription to start using Zoom. In fact, if someone else sets up the Zoom Meeting and in-
vites you, all you need to do is follow the instructions in the email invitation to start using Zoom. You'll need to click a 
link to install the Zoom app, and then enter the conference code to sign into the meeting to which you've been invit-
ed. 

Go to: https://zoom.us  Click on the top right of the home page SIGN UP, ITS FREE and follow the instructions. 
Once completed, you'll be able to participate in all Beachcombers’ PROBUS General meetings for free. 

  

What Is a  ZOOM Webinar vs meeting?   

Zoom meetings are ideal for hosting more interactive sessions where you’ll want to have lots of audience participa-
tion or break your session into smaller groups.  

Think of webinars like a virtual lecture hall or auditorium. Webinars are ideal for large audiences or events that are 
open to the public. Typically, webinar attendees do not interact with one another. Though Zoom provides options for 
you to get more social with your attendees, your average webinar has one or a few people speaking to an audience. 

 

A webinar is made up with hosts, guests and participants. 

Hosts can show themselves speaking, switch to their computer screens for slideshows or demonstrations, and even 
invite guests from other locations to co-host the webinar with them. Participants are not seen on the screen. Partic-
ipates can only interact with a webinar by raising their hands icon on the screen, chatting with the host and panelists 
or participating in Q&A panels.  

 

https://www.lifewire.com/google-meet-vs-zoom-5077639
https://www.lifewire.com/what-is-skype-3426903
https://www.lifewire.com/google-hangouts-features-1616735
https://www.lifewire.com/google-hangouts-features-1616735
https://www.lifewire.com/what-is-a-webinar-3486257
https://www.lifewire.com/cast-zoom-meeting-to-tv-5072122
https://www.lifewire.com/how-to-organize-and-host-a-webinar-2377237
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Zoom/Video Meeting Etiquette 

With this new era of video conferencing and online meetings, we should follow these guidelines for Zoom 
meetings. This way, it will be a more pleasant experience for everyone. The following are suggestions. 

 

• We will follow the agenda and allocated times slots. 

• When the meeting starts the moderator will mute everyone except the President. If people want to ask a 
question, they should raise their hand or send a message to the Speaker via the Chat option in Zoom. 

• Please dress appropriately. 

• Please don’t eat during the meeting. It can be distracting to watch other people eat. Try to hold off on 
eating if you can, or if not, consider turning off the video and audio until you are done eating. 

• Don’t do other private things while on the meeting. We have all heard the stories about people being 
caught using the bathroom while on a video conference, thinking they were muted or had their video off.  

• Try to remain focused and ensure that your audio and video are both turned off before moving on to your 
next task, or tending to private matters. 

• Please keep in mind that people aren’t just seeing you, they’re also seeing whatever the camera is point-
ed at behind you. Make sure your camera isn’t facing something that you wouldn’t want other people to 
see. Virtual backgrounds can be used but this is more advanced.  A background with a bookcase or a cre-
denza with items hanging on the wall above it would be ideal. 

• Stay on mute if you’re not talking. Essential video/audio meeting etiquette! Background noise can be dis-
tracting. If you aren’t sharing anything at the moment, you should remain on mute until talking or pre-
senting. In our case our moderator will mute everyone unless you have a question or comment. 

• Stay focused Try to stay on task and prevent meetings from going longer than they need to. Keep unnec-
essary conversations to a minimum. It can get very hard to be productive when several people are all talk-
ing at once, and even more so when overlapping audio and shuffling video screens are involved. 

The meeting will be recorded to make it easier for the “Minute Taker”. 
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HUMANS AND SPACE – Winter 2021 

Join us for this exciting lecture series featuring Dr. Thomas Stiff, an extraordinary science educator and 

speaker.  Dr. Stiff has held research and consulting positions for national and international organizations in-

cluding the Canadian Space Agency, the National Research Council, and Space Center Houston.  Two 

guest lecturers, an astronaut and a nuclear physicist- astronomer, will be joining Dr. Stiff. One does not need 

to be a present member to register for this programme.  

This series covers a range of topics, from the serious to the whimsical:  

Jan 08: The Race for Space – The Politics and Science of the ‘Final Frontier’ 

Jan 15: From Tang to Tricorders – Inventions and Innovations for Space Technology 

Jan 22: Canadians in Space – From Training to Touchdown 

Jan 29: A Manned Mission to Mars 

Feb 05: Space Suits and Cinema – Getting the Space Science Right (and wrong!) in the Movies  

Feb 12: Hello?…Is There Anybody Out There?  

For complete lecture details, click on 2021 Winter Brochure.  With this virtual format, you can enjoy the series 

without leaving the comfort and safety of your home.  Watch with your bubble.  

The lectures are livestreamed and recorded Friday mornings, from 10am to 12pm.  You may watch them at 

that time, or, as the recordings are edited (usually a couple of days after the livestreamed lecture), you may 

watch the videos at your leisure until June 30, 2021. 

Tickets are on Sale NOW!  

 Go to www.gtlli.ca, log into your account, and click on Home or Purchase Videos. Only $50 per house-

hold for both the livestreaming and the videos.  Watch as often as you wish until June 30th. 

  

Recommended Resource 

Check out this NASA site for more on Humans in Space:          

 https://www.nasa.gov/topics/humans-in-space  

  

Any questions, please email info@gtlli.ca  or call 705-300-3251. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgtlli.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc1b46c0d39b7dc9796f7ae1e8%26id%3D8cad515fa3%26e%3D65da00ba56&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ccc368a6bb41147ac740208d8aa74f002%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgtlli.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc1b46c0d39b7dc9796f7ae1e8%26id%3D658ebf52ea%26e%3D65da00ba56&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ccc368a6bb41147ac740208d8aa74f002%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgtlli.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc1b46c0d39b7dc9796f7ae1e8%26id%3D78fcff3033%26e%3D65da00ba56&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ccc368a6bb41147ac740208d8aa74f002%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa
mailto:info@gtlli.ca
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 Note: Submissions for the March Newsletter should be sent to  

beachcombersprobus@gmail.com by February 20, 2021  

 

 

 

SMILES FOR TODAY (It’s Only Fitting) 

BRAIN TEASERS: 

We are having a great response from our members sending in answers so send them in early to be crowned the  

 

 

 

JANUARY QUESTION:  

no matter how little or how much you use me, you change me every month. What am I?  

 

The answer is CALENDAR (parade.com) and the first person to submit an email was . Congratulations Beachcomber 
Winner. 

 

FEBRUARY QUESTION:  

A man stands on one side of a river, his dog on the other. The man calls his dog, who imme-
diately crosses the river without getting wet and without using a bridge or a boat. How did 
the dog do it?  

 

If you think you have the answer please email it to beachcombersprobus@gmail.com 

                                                                             Anne Marie Laporte 


